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T O T H E 

SOCIETY 

A T T H E 

TABERNjiCLE. 

ArtiUery-Court, May 14, 1745. 
My dear brethren and Mcrs, 

/Would ftmply write to you the caufe of my re^ 
commending the following tra£i^ which I believe 
will be much blefs^d to many^ for fure it is given 
by the Spirit of the Lord^ for our inJiru6lion in 
righteoufnefs. 

As I was this morning croffing the Jlreets^ our 
dear brother^ the author of this piece., faid to mcj 

* I have wrote fomething concerning Marks 

* and Evidences, I would have you perufe \t^ 

* and if you fliould approve of it, write a pre- 

* face to it.' / received it with a full intent 
not to do yi, / mean not to be concerned in the 
publication of it ; but being to dine with a fa- 
mily that dearly love our Saviour , after dinner I 
took it out to read it as a treatife given me ta 
perufe. J had not read far^ before the whole fa- 
mily feem*d extreamly delighted with itj and 
thought it would affuredly be abundantly blefs^d. 
I too extreamly pleased with the eafe^ and ^et 

Jirength of the arsMmvnXi^ the ^reat Vi^t% <xt\.A. 



/. 
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fyet candour of each page^ the ufefulnefs of the 
fuhjeSi^ and the perfuajicn I found of its being 
made an hereafter blejjing^ readily confented to 
fuhlijh it. And I declare I have found in it 
fthings flated fo clearly^ as make me rejoice ^- 
bundantiy in an opportunity of Jetting it forth be- 
fore a people J fo dearly Isve. 

In it you have my opinion concerning the Free 
Salvation, Juftification, Sanftification, or our Per- 
iaftion in the gne everlafiing righteoufnefs Christ 
Jesus, which as it is fo fweetly exalted in this 
traSfy I would detain you no longer y but intreat 
mu meekly to ^receive what is written for the glory 
of our Saviour. That . he may blefs you daily wiih 
peeper views of his dying love; 

Js the prayer of your iiappy, 

. tho* finful brother^ 

E. GODWJN^ 



iS O M E 
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SOME 

REASONS 

Againft making Use of 

Maris and Evidences, &a 



IT is a common received opinion, that the fafeft way 
to apply Chrifl to our fouls for juftification, peace, 
and affurance, is by a difcovery of inherent qitali- 
//V/ wrought in us, and accordingly thtj general methdd 
of anfwering that important queftion, how may /know 
ffM part in Chrifi^ is by laying down certain marks and 
charaders of the children of God, as the proper evidences 
whereby it may certainly be difcoverM. — Tho' I am hx 
^m: thinking that any^ v/ho perceinfe the love of God to 
their fouls, are deftitute of dio(e marks and charadlen 
generally laid dtwvn, yet to make ufe of them for this 
purpofe, I apprehend to be quite wrong, for the follow- 
ing reafons : 

J^Becaufe finners have in the gofpel a fufikient ground! 
or warrant to come to Chrift, to receive him, to believe 
en him as their Saviour, without the lealt mark or tvi^ 
dence of any righteoufnefs or goodnefs in themfelves. 

Indeed if this was truly believ'd, it would make w^- 
for all that (hall follow ; but whether it is b^iev€d^oiLno» 
it is a truth, for, God (b loved- the world, that he ga^ve 
his only begotten Ton, that nvhofoeivef believeth in him 
Should not perifhj but have evejj|lting life, John iii. i6. 
By giving, here, I underftand living him in the word of 
that gofpel, which is to be preached unto every creature, 
that To finners, as finners,. mny warra.tvtaJaV^ tw^kc^^ ^^ 
believe in him as their {avvowt \ i^x ^^ SS^'^'^^'^^lj. 
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(ihsLt he ga'vehjs only begotten fon) cannot be a giving 
in poffeffion, which is peculiar only to thpm that believe. 
But it muft be fuch a giving, as ^warrants a man to 
believe, or receive the gift; fuch a' giving, that <wbo^ 
/oe<ver helicvethy (or recei<veth the gift) /hall not perifh, 
(iff. 

tt is this giving alone that makes Chriil the immediate 
obje£^ of our feith, and the-believing him to be our Sa- 
viour no prefumption ; which otherwife it would be, for 
a man can receive nothings except it be given him from 
heaven, Johnm, j* andvi. 32* Our Saviour (allcldUng; 
to the manna) iays ^ a promifcuqus multitude ; my &- 
ther giveth you the true bread ' from heaven. Where, 
you may obferve, that as the fimple raining of the manna 
about, their camps, is called a giving of it,, (yer. 31.) be- 
fore it was tailed or fed upon ; fo Chrifl being declared 
in the gofpel as the Saviour of Anners, is called a giving 
of him, before he is or can be received and believ<^ on. 

And the record of the gofpel, which we make God a 
liar in not believing, is, mat he bath gi'ven to us eternal 
life, and this life, is in his fqn ; that utap us a child is 
born, unto us a fon is given, l/a, viii.;6. ■ . ; 

This is the true report, of the gofpd, .^d the gofpel, 
finally and properly t^ken, conilfts only in fuch reports^ 
being called therefore a word of grace, a word 1^ 
promife, a word of faith, a word of liife and (klva^ 
tion ; and the only obedience we can give the gofpel^ 
is to believe it for ourfelves in particular, whereby it 
becomes the power of God unto our falvation, Rom. u 
16. and this gofpel is tp be preadied.to every creature. 

Further, Chrift is not only given that he may be re- 
ceived, but he is given freely ^ that he may be received 
freely y without money, and without price, Ifa, li. 1. 
JVhcfoe<ver will, let him come, and take of the waters of 
\i{e freely, Rev. xxii. 17. zxARom.v, 15, i6, 17, 1 8. 
Chrift and his righteoumefs is called a gift, and a fi:ee 
gift, no leis tlian fix times. 

Our Saviour has alfo declared, that he that believes 
thjs gofpel, that Chrift is given fnefy to him (hall be 
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fkved, and (hall narer be aihamed ; tho* he that believes 
it not ihall be damned. —aMThat he came not to call the 
righteous, but llnners^ -*- That the whole need not the 
phyfician, but they that are fick. — That he came to 
feek and iave that which was loft. — That he that comes 
to him he will in no 'wife caft out. — That this is his 
commandment, that we {hould believe on the name of 
his fon Jefus Qirift, i John iii. 23. and the apoftle Faul 
proves, that a man is juftified (that is, in confcience, as 
fhall (hortly be made appear) without the deeds of the 
law, by the hearing of faith, Rom, x. 1 7. believing on 
him that juftiiies the ungodly, Rom, iv. 5. 

Now let us fum this together, that Chrift is a free 
gift (as above explained) to the world, to iinners, to 
unbelievers, add that this gofpel is to be preached to 
every creature, and that God commands, invites, and 
exhorts us to receive and believe in him for ourfelves 
in particular, promising us falvation, and afTuring us 
that we fllall not be difappointed j that it is finners that 
are called upon,' and the ungodly that are juftified; 
furely then finners have a fumcient revealed warrant 
for believing on Chrifi; as their (aviour, without the 
leafl mark or evidence of any righteoufnefs or goodnefs 
in themfelves. 

II. Faith alone is fufHcient to juftify the confcience, to 
bring true peace, and full aiTurance. Nay, I may fay 
farther, it is not only fufficient, but is the appointed me-^ 
thod of the Lord for obtaining thefe things in truth 
and reality, fo that whoever profefs to have thefe things 
any other way than in a way of believing, deceive them- 
felves. 

Accordingly the gofpel is glad tidings of free-grace 
or favour to be believed, or credited, as appears from 
Rom, i. 16. I am not ajham'd of the gofpel of Chrifl, for 
it is the power of God unto falvation, to every one that 
belie^eth, and Ifaiah liii. i v Who hath helie'vd our re- 
port, and to whom is the arm of the Lord reveal'd ; and 
It is obfervable, that the apoftle Faul quotes this place 
to prove, that the Je^ws had not all obeyed the s&^^j^-* 



plamfy intimating, that the obedience of the go/pel confif?« 
only in believing the tidings ; -which tidings are thereby 
made the means of conveying the privileges into the pof^ 
feflion of every one that fo believeth, without waiting for 
any figns, marks, or evidences, to give them a better ti- 
tle or pofleffion. 

But that this may appear ftill plainer, I fhall confider 
it more particularly j and firft. 

That faith alone, without the concurrence of any mark^ 
fign, or evidence, is God's appointed method of juftify- 
ing the confcience ; and to be acquainted with this, li 
a moft weighty and principal matter. I fay a moi! 
^weighty and principal matter, for what is more the caufc 
of all our dillrefs, mifery, and enmity againft God, 
than the want of the joyful knnowledge of a true re- 
conciliation wiih God, and a confcience deansM from 
*'l guilt of fm.— -I apprehend that juiHfication pro- 
perly terminates in the confcience, and that that abftraft- 
ed way which fome have of confidering it, as it exifts 
in the mind of God, without being extended to, orpcr- 
fedlcd in our confciences, is but, tho' ever fo true in it- 
felf, a mere (peculation to us; for fecret things belong to 
God alone, but to us the things that are re<veaVd, Deut. 
xxix. 29. 

1 mention this, becaufe that very many, inftead of 
feeking (b\ faith in the blood of Jefus) juftification in the 
court wherein they are condemned, I mean the court of 
confcience, content themfelves with fpeculations of God's 
eternal thoughts of his people, juftifying them from e- 
temity, {5*r. endeavouring to pacify their own confciences, 
and find themfelves of the. number of the juflify'd, by 
marks and, evidences, drawn from what they find inhe- 
rent in themfelves, inftcad of the alone perfect righteouf- 
ncfs of our Saviour, through faith. — And fome again 
are even fo weak, as to imagine, that God, in fome pe- 
riod of time, chang^th his thoughts concerning them, ju- 
ftifying them in his own mind, commonly called the court 
of heaven, arid they remaining ftill ignorant of the matter. 
Thefc things aie mere (peculations to us, for where is 
Jt chat God's mind coccerring us is to bc^^ovfiv, Wi \tv 
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h» revealM wilU where is it I find myfelf guilty, and' '*:> 
ftand in need of righteouineis, but in the court of * con- • < 
Icience, and where elTe is it that I am to be actually and 
in timejoftified? 

The confideration of juftification, according to fcrip*' 
ture-light, I take to be this, that God our Saviour un- 
dfftook his office on oar bdialf, before the foundation of* 
the world ; that he has actually executed this office by; 
his fufFerit^s and obedience toall the demands of the law 
for us, which is called his. righteoufheisy . the righteouf*- 
nefsofGod, the righteoufiiefii'of^fidth,'- {^r. that God ju* 
Itifies us when he invefts us with this righteoufhefsy that- 
is, puts us in pofleffionof it by faith, which riehteoufhefs 
fo pofiefs'd, is the matter that ju^ifies the confcience thar 
but the moment before was accuied, guilty and condenm- 
ed. Hence in icripture ibmetimes God isWaid tor* joftify 
us^ becaufe he gives and imputes-this righteoufnefs to vA, 
and declares us righteous for this rightcouihefs (ake.« 
Sometimes we are iaid to be juftified by Chrift, becaufe 
he wrought out this righteoufnefs for us ; fometimes hy^ 
the free gifty and by grace ; becaufe we become poflef- - 
fors of this righteoufnds by receiving it as a free eifi and 
favour; and moft frequently we are iaid to ^be juftified 
byfiuth only without the deeds^of-the law^ becaufe by 
bdth only we receive this righteoufnefs as ours by the^ 
free gift of God, -and anfwer the denumds^of Gods 
law therewith : -^— - This^ righteoufnefs is fometimes • 
called the riehteoufiiefs of God^ and ibmetimes right- 
eoufnefs of nith, .not becaufe there are two jufUfica* 
lions, or two righteonfiiefTes, but from the.reafons above- 
mentioned) and this way of fpeaking is not peculiar to * 
the fcriptuce, but is alfo. common among/9k meft; ibr a • 
man^s innocency is faid to juilify- him, the witneGies are ^ 
faid to juftify liim, and the judges is> faid to* jufUfy 
him, tho* they all concur but to one and the fame 
jttftification. And that fidth is quite alon^ in this 

* CoKs'cilNCB fjnigbt juftly he dtfined /#^ he tbt* 
huTs affrshtnfiw ef itfclf^ and its aa\Qn\^ a\ \n-\>»% 
fr//eMC€ of GU^ aiul H fuhjeet 0/ h\\ lan». -«a«l»^ 

K ^ 
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inatter^ appears from Gad's method of potting the foul 
in actual pofieffion of thofe things which any way 
q:>ncur to^ juilify the confcience; for though God 
^om eternity deAgnM thefe things for us, and though 
they are a6hxally pffepar*d aad brought to an exiflence 
without us, yet ftill they are onproi&le to us, ^dU we 
^ adually poflefi'd of them. Now God's method of 
piutting us in poifeffioa of thefe things* is defcribed in 
fcripture to be by way d jtfi, Rom. v. i6, Vc. Jreefy^ 
^without money t and fwitbout- friee, that all hoajting 
may be excluded^ and on our part thefe things are faS 
to be recei*v*di we are iaid to recei^ve Chrift himfelf, 
John i. 12. unto as many as ncew'd him, £^r. 
CoL' ii. 6. as ye have recei<u*d Chrift ytfits^ &c. we are 
alio &id tD recei've the attanemeni diat is made by the 
blood of Chrift, Rom. iii. i. the fargivenefs of ivas^ 
Jiffsxxvi. 1 8. Xhtgiftofrigbteoufmfs^ Rom.v. 17. the 
Kvordf Aftsii. 41. thefromi/e, Heb. ix. ic. 

Now this recei'ving^ is in fcripture afcrmed to Faith 
aiom^ Johni. 12. Col.ii. 6. Rom. y. 11, ^c, and in- 
deed how can it be otherwife, in the nature of things. 
§bt we cannot receive by deiire, love, or any other 
difpofition of mind, than believing ; it being jufHy de- 
fcnbed, Heb. ». i . to be xhcfubftance of things hoped 
fbr^ ^nd the emdence of things not feen. How can 
any perfoii receive and poiTeis an eftate, but by be- 
lieving, that by virtue of the deeds and writings, that 
he has in poiTeflion, that the eftate belongs to hun, and 
fb living upon it^ and ufing it as his own. Thus he 
that bdieveth, may be ikid to poiFefs Chrift as 
really, truly, and properly, as any man ever pofFeiTed 
an eftate, and all by virtue of crediting .thewridngs 
of fcripture, containing the laft dying will and tefta- 
ment of Jefus Chrift, f^l of large legacies to the chief 
rfiinners. 

' Hence it appears plain, that iince it is by ffuth alone, . 

we receive and become pofleilbrs of the free jpromife of 

God. the tvord of ffee jufti£cation, ihitgifi {irighteouf- 

jf^, thc/br^veffe/i of fins, the attontmtni made by the 



hlwdofChrifi^ andChrifthimfelf, that y^/V>& «A?«^ with- 
out the concurrence oiany mark or evidence, is not only 
fufficienty but is alfo God's ^/^/«/^^ method ofjuftifying 
tte c6nicito6e. 

To confirm this matter yet more fully, I would conli- 
der a few more fcriptures, and firft, Rom. iii. 28. There- 
fore we conclude, that a man is jiiftified by faith, without 
the deeds of the. law. If any wou&l fay, that the ju- 
ftification here mentioned, does not include the con- 
Icience, but leaves the matter to be made manifeft there 
by marks and evidences : I anfwcr, 

1. That thert is no other joftification in time, than 
that which is in Ae confcience, for all our j unification 
in time is by faith, and neither our faith, nor any qua- 
lifications in us can caufe any change in the mind of 
the Lord con<ieming us, ^d therefore the change muft 
be' in regard of our knowledge of God's thoughts to- 
wards us, and confequently the juftification muft be in 
the confcience, or not at all. — And if any chufe to call 
this the manifeftation of our juftification, I fhall not dif- 
fei^ about words, when we mean the fame thing, but I 
chufe to call it juflification becaufe the fcripture does. 

2. Our juflification lAuft be where we are condemn'd, 
now we are not condiemn'd nierely in the fecret mind 
of God, but alfo in our own confciences, therefore our 
juflification mufl be alfo in our own confciences. 

3. Faith JufUfies only as it receives and applies the 
righteoufnefs of Chrifl n>r juflification ; now where doth 
^ith apply ftisrighteoufnefs? ceruinly not to the mind 
.of God, but to our own minds and confciences ; and 
therefore juflification by faith mufl be juflification in 
confcience, becaufe faith has no other ofHce in this 
matter, than to juflify the confcience by the righteoufnefs 
of Chrifl ; and he whofe faith extends not unto the juflifi- 
cation of his confcience, cannot in any fenfe be faid to 
be juflified by faith, but is as yet under the condemnation 
of the law'. 

4. Faith is put in oppofition to the deeds of the law, 
as procuring that juflification which men. fe^\k \s^ ^-^sv 
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b / fuch deeds. Now thejullification which men feek by 
the deeds of the law, is in the confcience, they feek to 
have a confcience void of offence towaxxls God, isfc. and 
the juftiiication obtained by faith is to be in the confcience, 
o • there is not a true oppoiition. The apoftle*s condu- 
fi )n being of this nature, that that (ame juiiification which 
msn vainly feek in whole or in part by their works or 
qaalifications (whethci: called evidences, or any other 
name) is to be obtained by believing, without the deeds v 
of the law, which jufUfication, it is plain muft be in the 
confcience. 

Another text fully proving this, is. Gal, ii. 26. Know- 
ing that a man is not juJHfied by the works of the law, . 
but by the faith of Jefus Chrift, even nue ban^e heluvei 
in 'Jefus Cbrifi^ that njoe anight be juftified by the faith of 
Chrift^ and not by the works of the law; for by the 
ivorks of the lanu fball no flefh living be juftified : and 
JSls XV. 9. God is 4id to purify the Gentiles hearts by 
faith ; and in I Pet, 22. they are (aid to have purified 
their fouls in obeying the truth \ which furifying is by 
the application of the blood of Jtfui to the confcience^ 
as exprefTed, Heb. x. 22. Let us draw near tvith a true 
heart in full affurance of faith ^ hanging our hearts 
fprinklcd from an c*vil confcience^ &C. 

Paith alone is not only the appointed means of 
juftifying tl^ confcience, but alfo of giving all true 
peace and joy. This will be eafily allowed where the 
frrmer is allowed, for it is certain, that that which julH- 
f^es the confcience, muft procure true peace and joyi 
according to the apbftlc, Ram, v. i. therefore being /«//- 
fled hy faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, and Rm, xv. 1 3. the God of hope £11 you 
with all joy. and peace in believing. i^^ 

Faith is alfo the appointed means of obtaining zfull 
efffurance, Heb.xv. 22. Let us draw near — \n full af* 
furance of faith, and. Col. ii. 2. that you may be com- 
forted to all the riches oi full affurance of underftand- 
ing; compare ver. c. 

Now if (as has been already fidly proved) the ap- 
fointcd means for ih^ real pofieffion of Chrift, juftifica- 
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don in confdence, true peace with God, and full affii-*. 
ranee, is Faith alone; then feeking thefe things either 
in whole, or in part, by evidences drawn, from any 
righteouineis in us, muft be a falfe method, hurtful to 
fouls, and contrary to the Spirit, and word of God. 

III. A third r^on againlt evidences in thisrefpe^, is, , 
that they deftroy the ne^ or ufe of fiuth, and teach the 
foul to apply the mercy of God in Chrift, by a way of 
natural readfoning. 

It is certain, that many things belong to faith, that do 
nol belong to reafon, reaXon comprehends nothing but in . 
a way of natural vifible demonftration ; but the obje^ 
and caufe of faith is the record of God, anu demonftra* 
tion of the Spirit : and if we feek thefe things that are 
taught by the Spirit, ;ind believed upon the record of 
God, by way of natural reafoning,..the Spirit,, faith, and . 
the promife are made void. 

/uad that it is fb in this cafe, of applying or appropria* 
ting the mercy of God in Chrift upon evidences, willap- . 
pear plainly, if we coniider, that the evidences made . 
ufe of, muft be fuch as we apprehend are peculiar to the... 
favourites of God ; and fuch as hypocrites, or thofe that 
any way deceive themfelves, are not poiTeis'd of; or elfe r 
they will not ferve for evidences ; and if I apprehend I 
have fuch evidences as theie, what ufe has raith in the , 
matter, natural reafon can ccmclude from fuch premifes, 
diat I am a ^tvourite of God, and entitled to all the 
privileges of fuch a one ^ thofe that are ferious among ^ 
jiriansy Jews^ and Mahometans, have what peace they 
poiTeis by foch condufions. 

IV. A fourth reafon againft evidences in this refped, , 
is, that there is no evidence can be drawn frpm any.righ- 
teodihers inherent in us, but what is our own righteopfr r 
nefs, the righteoufneis of the law, the righteoufnefs 
which Paul counted lofs and dung, and IfaiaB £lthy . 
rags ; and that the eftablifhing them is the cflablifhing 
our own righteoufiieis, and. contrary to the fubmitting to 
the righteoufneis of God hy faith. 

I fuppofe it is eafily granted, that what we do in our •. 
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coniBder what we do by the influence of God*s Spirit. 

Faith itfelf, confider'd as an a£t, duty, or qualification, 
is properly our own, and fo caird in fcriptore, Rom, i. 8. 
T^ur jBiith is fpoken of; Matt, uc 2. Jefus feeing their 
faith I Ver. 22. Thy faith has made thee whole, fortho' 
God is the efficient or author, yet the denomination is 
from the fubje^l. God Was the author of AianC^ holi- 
ness, in the ftate of innocency, notwithflandine that was 
Adaniz righteoufnefs, and not God's. So alio love and 
every other qualification, is by the fcripture accounted 
ours, 2 Cor. viii. 8. To prove the fincerity of your love. 
PhiL i. 6. After I had heard of your faith in the Lord 
Jefus, and love to all the faints ; I/a, xiv. 8. from me 
is fhy fruit found. 

I have often heard a difh'ndion of two righteouf- 
neflfes of Qirifl, 'viz, an imputed one, and an imparted 
one ; fuch a diltindtion (whatever may be meant by it) 
is both without foundation and very hurtftil ; this will 
appear if we confider the meaning of the word righteouf- 
nefs, that is, a conformity to the law : Chrift*^ conformity 
to the law, in his obedience and fuflFerings, is his righ- 
teoufnefs, and our conformity to the law is our righ- 
teoufnefs ; now Chrift has but one righteoufnefs, or con- 
formity to the law, he was made under the law but once, 
and this one righteoufnefs is imparted as well as imputed, 
or it could never juftify us; therefore fuch a diftinction oiF= 
two righteoufnefTes, being without foundation, mudcon- 
leqaently be hurtful; for while people think that there is 
another righteoufhe^ to be had befides that 6ne everlaft- 
ing righteoufnefs which makes believers perfect for ever; 
they cannot be perfect, as pertaining to the confcience, 
but hereby deny their perfedion and compleatnefs in 
Chrif(, and are leekine it in themfelves. 

The fcriptures connder thofe that are juftified by the 
righteoufnefs of Chrift, to be fb juflified becaufe thiey arc 
one with him, not merely by a legal union, as a furety 
arid debtor amongil men, but by a myitical union, 
whereby they are the members of his body, of his 
Jft^, and of his bones, Eph, v. 30. They are the body 
o/Vhrift, I Car. xii. 15. and Chiift is aUo xbnx body^ 

ox 
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or their flefh and blood, HeB. ii. 14. for unto us a child 
is born^ unto us a ion b given, Ifa. ix. 6. Luke ii. 1 1 . 
and thofe that believe the report receive Chrift himfelf, 
John i. 12. and he that is thus joined to the Lord is alfo 
one fpirit with him, \ Cor, vi. 17. 

• If wc take this nnion along widi us, and confider 
Chrift^ and thofe that believe on him, as one myftical 
perfon, or body, head, and members, it will afford us 
much true fcriptural li^t, both with refpect to juflifica- 
tion and fanctincation. For in this view of things we may 
fee that the fins ofbelievers became propc^Chnfl's, were 
laid on him, and were borne by him in his own body 
on the tree (not becaufe he committed them, but) be- 
caufe they are the fins of the myftical body, and he 
having /«/ them a^tpf by the &crifice of hin^elf, God 
is now juft in not imputing them ; the rigkteoufiiefs of 
Chrift alfo is properly ours, and imputed to us (not be- 
caufe we wrought it out, but) becaufe it is the righteouf- 
ncfs of the myfHcal body. So we arc crucify' d with 
Chrift, Gal. ii. 20. we arc dead with him, i&«r. vi. 8. 
we are alfo rifen with him, Efh, ii. 6. CoL iii. i . and 
we fit together in heavenly places m Chrift, Efh, ii. 6. 
and& are new created //r himj Eph. ii. 10. 

^ Ajid here I cannot go on without dwelling a little up- 
on the perfection we have in Chrift's righteoufneis accord- 
ing to fcripture-light ; and firft, Rom, v. 1 9. For as by the 
difobedience of one many were made finncrs : fo by 
the obedience of one fhall many be made righteous. 
Obferve hence, that we are made righteous^ and that 
not by any infufed habits or qualities, but by the obe« 
dience of one, even Jefus Chrift. Again, Efh. v. 25, 26, 
27. hufbands love your wives, even as Chrift loved the 
church, and gave himfelf for it, that he might fanctify 
it (with his own blood, Heb, xiii. 12.) and deanfe it by 
the waihing of water through the word, that he might 
make it unto himfelf ajglorious church, not having^/, 
or lorinkle, or any ftlch thingy but that it fhould te holy 
and nvithout blarney not by virtue of any of our imoerfect 
habits or qualities, but by viTtvxe ^ \&^ -^x^cw^^*^^- 
hAing rightcbulhefs. Ag^am, Col/\, x\, tux. ^^,^^ 



Vfhich were femetixne alienated and enemies in your mindx 
by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled in the. bo- 
dy of his flefh, thro' death, to prefent you ho/y, ukblame- 
able^ and unrefrwahle in his fight. And, 2 C$r, v. 2 1 . 
God hath made him to be fin for us, who knew no fin,, 
that we might be made the righttwfnefs of God in him. 
And indeed now could they be jultified if it were not fo, 
ajuft judge amoneft men cannot juiUfy that man with 
whom fault is found, and (hall not the judge of all the 
earth do right? 

Now if die one righteouihefs of Jefus Chriil, makes us 
righteous, holy, glorious, without ipot, or wrinkle, holy 
and unblameable, and unreproveable in his fight, what 
other inherent or. imparted righteoufnefs can make any 
addition to this one imparted and imputed righteouihefs. 
I.acknowledee/iM>^ is ^ia this. life) neceffary to receive . 
and poflefs mis. righteoufiiefs, arid thereby to perfect , 
our confciences; and hope to receive all good things on . 
account of this righteoufnefs, and lo<ve is the fruit of this, 
righteouihefs fo poifefsM. But we ftand righteous and . 
cbmpleat before God in no other compleatnefs than that . 
one everlafting righteoufnefs of- Jefus Chrift j and there- 
. fore thbfe that thmk juflification does not make u^ fo . 
compleat before God, but that fome other righteoufiiefs 
ihnft be added, do not underftand . jufti£cation accord-, 
ing to the fcripture light. 

The compleat and perfect righteoufnefs of Chrifl is. 
not only in this manner, made ours, but the fpirit of 
Chrift is alfo given unto us to bear witnefs of this righ- . 
teoufiicfs, and perfeft our confcience thereby ; and as 
the natural fphit, or foul, is the life of the natural body, , 
fb the fpirit of Chrift is thus the life of the m)'ftical body, 
and bears forth in them the fruits of love, joy, pt;ace, . 
long-fuffering, kic. Gal. v. 22. and thus the Lord be- 
ing believed in as our righteoufnefs, becomes our fbreneth, 
and we become trees of righteoufnefs, bearing forth fruit 
t6 the glory of our heavenly fether. 

I doubt not but this (tho' fo plainly fcriptural) will ap.. 
jjearJbard to he luulerilood by fome who have been accn- 



ffbmed to consider fanctification in a different light, nam elyv- 
fts fomething different from the fpirit of Chrift, infus'd 
into us by the Spirit, and abiding in us as a fpiritual liv-< 
ing principle ; but this notion has no foundation in fcrip- 
ture, but, on the contrary, the Spirit itfelf is defcribed 
to be our only fpiritual principle ; for we believe by the 
Spirit itfelf, love is the fruit of the Spirit through be- 
Leving, feith works by love, and the difference betwixt 
chriftian obedience and other obedience, conf3b in one's 
being the fruit of the Spirit through believing, and the 
other being the fruit of the law ; To that it is plain, if 
by inherent fanctification we mean a principle of fpiritual 
life, Chrifl himfelf is that life and our fanctification. 

The Spirit of truth, who is fent to dwell in us, andabid^ 
with us for ever, beareth witnefs to our fpirits of Chrifti 
that our hearts, minds, or confciences may be purified or 
made holy in his obedience, and the fprinkling of his 
fcflood: The Spirit beareth witnefs r» and ^^thewDrd, our 
fpirits receive the witnefe by believing that word ; where- 
by oar confcience becomes cltan, and purged from dead 
woAs to fcrve the living God : we adib hereby ^become^ 
dead to the law. i)y the body of Chrift, that we may li'Vi 
to God ; that being married to Chrift, we may bring 
forth fruit unto God ; which fruit is not to be made the 
objecrof reflection and reafoning to know our ftate by 
(for tliis we know by faiths before we are capable o^ 
. bearing forth fuch fruit) but they ferve to glorif)' God 
in the world, and evidence our faith to others, or any 
other ufe but that which is the property oi faith alone. 

Having made this little digreflion, wliichi apprehend* 
cd was fomewhat neceffary in order to a right under-' 
ffanding : I now return to the matter in hand, which, 
is to Ihew, that there is no evidence can be drawn from 
any thing in us, or performed by us, but what is our own 
righteoulnefs, the righteoufnefs of th« law, fffr. I have 
already proved that our faith, love, &rr. are flylcd ia 
fcripture our own, and, in (hort, as Dr. Ednvards (ays, 
in his Veritas Redux, f. 350. " that which is done by 
" the divine aid is our doing, and the reafon (as fe 
" fays) is plain, becaufc xYvt ^N\\\fe i:^^ ^w&Ss& ^^ 
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giving us a propenfity to do and no otherwife; the 

Spirit moves, excites, and enables us to do our duty, 

and this doing is our own act.** 

Such evidences are a]fo the righteoufnefs of the law, 
for the Spirit of God being the principle, renders it not 
lefi but more conformed to the law ; and I apprehend no 
one feeks thofe things as evidences, which are jqq^ re- 
quired by that law, which enjoins us to love the *Lord 
our God with all our heart, foul, and mind, and our 
jQeighbour as ourfelves ; and we may. be fully (atisfied, 
that the apollle Paul was of this mind, for he makes a 
dire^ oppoiition, without any medium, between Chrift's 
righteoufnefs, received by faith, and every other righ- 
teoufnefs whatever, including them, under the name of 
bur cwn righteoufnefs, which is of the law. Phi/, iii. 8. 
9. Not having my own ri^teoufnefs, which b of the 
law, but the righteoufnefs which is through the faith of 
Chriil, even the riehteodhefs of God by faith ; and by^ 
the foregomg verie, it will appear, that this was the 
righteoufnefs he counted lois and dung ; yea, doubtlefs, 
and I account all things but lofs, for the excellency of the 
Icnowledge of Chrift Jefus my Lord, for whom I have 
fufFer*d £e lofs of all things, and do count them but 
dung that I may win Chrift, and be found in him^ not 
having on my o'wn righteoufnefs, which is .of ;t|^. law^ 
i^c. The apoftle jJainly counted for lofe^n^^tj^Jc^y 
other knowledge than the knowledge -^f ^lirift Jmut^ 
Lord by faiths and every other rig^k^ufnefs than ^ 
righteoufnefs of Chrift. 

. The apofUe wrote thefe things to diem, that they to 
whom he wrote might be followers of him in this matter, 
ver. 17. Now the apoftle could not be appfehenfive, 
that they would -be apt to rely upon any^Other inherent 
righteoufnefs than that which they jpoffipft'd as chriftians, 
for every man is apt to value himfelf upon the righteouf- 
nefs he has, Rom, x. 3. the pharifees m theirs, and the 
chriftians to whom he wrote in theirs. 

The prophet Ifaiahy chap. Ixiv. 6. in the fame refped 
terms all our righteoufnefs ////^j rag$, which from what 

has 
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.has been faid before, I fuppofe I need not be at any 
pains to prove. We may depend upon it, the prophet 
by the word right emfnefs meant the beft things they 
had, and not merely their widcednefs and hypocrify. jjf 

And farely the eftabliftiing this righteoufnefs of oa^' 
own, by way of evidence to warrant our appropriation of 
Chrift, or any means of juftifying the confcience, ^c. 
is contrary to the fubmitdng to the righteoufnefs of God 
by faith, for, i . It hinders us from coming as fow fin- 
nfirs^ as without money, and without price ; as diofe llW:; 
are ungodly, and have nothing to pay, in which way • 
alone we are capable of receiving a free gift, fuch as the 
righteoufnefs of Chrift is, for whde the mind is pufted up 
with a pharafaical, God I thank thee I am not as otb$r 
nun^ &c. the mind is not capable of flopping fo low as a 
finmr's foundation^ which is the only one ; for Chrift 
himfelf nuift be* the firft foundation-ftone in a finntr\ 
heart, and not his ovm righteoufnefs,^ and Chrift upon 
that ; which is unavoidably the caie, when we feek to 
apjpropriate Chrift unto ourfelves from evidences of any 
thing inherent in us. 

2. It*s contrary to the fubmiflion to God*s righteouf- 
ne^, for it takes away that reliance and dependance 
which fhould be on Chrift, and places it on our own 
righteoufnefs ; this is plain from the experience of all 
that arc in tliat folfe way, for when th^ are in diftrefs 
and bondage (as is moft frequent with them) it is not be- 
caufe they apprehend any defcd in"Chrift*s righteoufnefs, 
but becaufe they queftion their own righteoufnefs, which 
they imagine entitles them to the appropriation of 
Chrift's, and fo it is their own righteoufnefs that fup- 
ports or diftrelTes diem, their dependance upon Chrift 
being merely diftant and notional. 

3. It's contrary y becaufe it takes away that very office 
which is peculiar to the righteoufnefs of Chrift apprehend- 
ed by faith. I mean jufliiication in confcience, peace, 
joy, and full affu ranee; as I have already prov'd. 

V, The fifth reafon againft evidences in this rcfped^ 
is, that they bring falfe peace, they cry ifeace^ ^eace^ 
when there is no ^euce* Akd.iLtk^'^vg^wat^^^^^'^s^ 
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fider;. firft, that they don't bring peace from the tnx 
foundation, the righteoufnefs of Chriil, and free gift of 
God, but from the falfe unfettled foundation of oar own 
righteoufnefs, and therefore the peace itfclf is Saif, un- 
fettledy^ unftahle as water, and like a wave of the fea ; 
this can't be x}tizX, peace of God which paffeth all under- 
. (landing, nor that reft which arifes from ceafing from our 
««u7r nvorks. Indeed if the peace ariling from evidences 
was a true peace, and from a true foundation, the peace 
. itfclf would be more conllant. ^ A building upon a rock 
is not ftj.eajily Jhaken.- 

z\ The evidences themfelves mufl necefiarily be falfe, 
for all true evidences are the fruits of the fpirit thro' be- 
lievinig (even fuch believing as has been before defcribed, 
asapprehiends Chrift, and takes him into poiTeflion) and 
herein lies a difFerence between chriftian obedience, and 
common morality. For all peace and joy is not the fruit 
. of tlie Spirit, but only that which flows from believing, , 
iR^ww. x\^.i3. from h^mg jufiified by faiih, Rom. v. i. 
every eiieem of Chrift isJiot a fruit of the^irit, but only 
that which arifes from our believing knowledge of him, 
I Pet, ii. 7. AH love is not a fruit of the fpirit, but only 
that which arifes from a heart purified (by faith) a good- 
confcience,. (made fo^ by the fprinkling of the blood of 
ChriA)' and faith unfeign'd, 1 Tim. i. 5. and it is not all 
love, £ff f . even of a believer himfelf, that is right, but 
.only that which is the immediate effect of his believing on 
.Chriil as his^Saviour-; fo that where faith is not prdent,.. 
the fruits or faith can*t be prefent, and where Ch|fi(l is 
not prefent, faith can't be prefent : this brings to my mind 
what Luther fays in his commentary on the Ga/atians, 
chap. iii. ver. 28. " Popifti fchool-divines (fays he) do 
dream, that faith is a certain quality cleaving in the heart, 
without Chriil." ('Twould be well if many proteftant 
fchool-divines did not dream fo to, as feems too appa- 
rent from their teaching the people to conclude they have 
faith from marks and evidences) This is, a dcvililh error 
(fays Luther) but Chrift fhould be fo fet forth, that thou 
ihould'fl fee nothing befides him, and (hould'ft think that 
nathJngcan be more near unto thee, ox mote prefent 
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^within thine heart than he is, for he fitteth not Idly in 
heaven, but is preient in us, GaL ii. 20. 1 live, yet not 
I, but Chrift liveth in nac.j and here, likewife, you 
have. put on Chrift. 

Faith therefore is a certain ftedfaft beholding^ which 
looketh upon nothing elfe but Chrift the conqueror of fm 
and death, and the giver of righteoufnefs and eternal life; 
this is the caufe that ¥aul nameth Jefus Chrift fo often in 
hisepiftles, ahnoft in every verfe^ but he fetteth him 
forth by the word, for othcrwife he jcannot be compre- 
hended but by the word. This was lively and notably 
fet forth by the brazen ferpcnt, for Mofei commanded 
them that were ftung, to do nothhig elfe but ftedMly be- 
iiold the brazen ferpent ; they that did fo were healed only 
by that ftedfeft beholding and looking upon the ferpent." 

Faith, therefore, (which is the firft apparent fruit of 
the Spirit, and the means by which all other fruits ap- 
pear) being nothing elfe but a ftedfaft beholding of Chrift^ 
as our Saviour, a receiving and poiTeftlng him (and not a 
'Certain quality cleaving to ihe heart without Chrift) then 
confequently all ev'dences ftiort of knowing that Chrift 
is. ours by faith alone, are falfe evidences, ^nd (peak a 
Eilfe peace. 

It may be here objefted, that the Spirit of the Lord is 
certainly at work with many fouls for years, who can't 
fay that Chrift is theirs. 

I anfwer, it is true, that the Spirit is always at work ■ 
with awaken'd fouls, more or Ids before they believe ; 
neverthelefs we aft not by that Spirit till we receive 
Chrift, for till we fnbmit to, and receive his righteouf- 
nefs by faith, we are continually going about to eftablifli 
>oar o^wn^ there being no medium j and till fuch a fub- 
jniffion, the convidtion and working of the Spirit ^om 
time to time, is more like the angels meeting Balaam 
with a drawn fword to ftop and turn him back, than two 
walking together as thofe that are agreed. And there- 
fore the voice of the gofpel is (aid to be a voice behind 
us, faying, this is *the ivay ivalk in it^ implying, that 
w.e have our backs upon the true fway (tW '^'t-w.^ ^[s^x 
fo /ncere and zealous) ti\i t!i\e ^^«vl oS. '^^^'^^^f^?^^^ 
ui. It is faid alfo, that theV^^et i««a&^xK« ^'^^'^'^^ 
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plainly ihewlng our natural unwillingnefs and reMance 
of the Spirit, to fubmit to this way of falvation. So that 
in this ienfc Luther's dodrine is very true, namely, that 
" the fears by which finners are ternfied, either internal- 
" h h ^^> <"^ externally by preachers, arc fins, until 
** they are overcome by feith.*' SeeHtfi. Conn. o/Trent, 
p. 199. 

VI. The fixA reafon againft fuch evidences, is, that 
they have a tendency to niake a man think he is rich and 
increafed with goods, and has need of nothing, when at 
th^ fame time he is poor, miferable, blind, and naked, 
Re*u. iii. 1 7. For when a man is employed about a fe- 
rious examination of himfelf, according to fuch evidences 
he muft be fuppofed to be in a more inwardly compofed 
and retired friaie of mind, than at other times when em* 
ployed in the world> and therefore liable to think him- 
felf pofleisM of thofe things which he finds not when it 
conies to a£tion and tryal. Thus many while under a fe- 
rious employment of reading, hearing, meditation, ^c, 
think they can anfwer to fuch and fuch marks and figns, 
and therefore conclude themfelves to be in a very fafe con* 
didon. But when the perfons pofTefs'd of this imaginary 
ftrength come forth to exercife it agalnll the world, the 
flefh, and the devil, it proves inefFedual; and they being 
difappointed in the hopes they had of themfelves, become 
diftreffed, fufpedting (as well they may) their former expe- 
rience, until they get fuch another opportunity of gathering 
up their marks and figns again; till atlaft, by frequent prac- 
tices of this kind they habituate themfelves to a falfe peace, 
concluding from the general bent of their minds, that all is 
well, tho' they are ignorant of living in the righteoufnefs 

~ • of Chrift, and by the power of his fpirit, which works ef- 
fediuaJly in them that believe ; not barely in their private 
retirements, but in their employ ments, fliops, andfemilies, 
which works are the efFefts and fruits of the knowledge of 
our perfedion in Chrift our Saviour, by faith alone, and 
not caufes of it, by way of evidence and reafoning. 

I would recommend to the confideration of thole that 
Jballd upon evidences fhort of Chrift himfelf, the expe- 

ri'ence of the apoAle Paul, and others, v;\vklLe vjaootwett- 
^Pharifees, he declares of lumfclf, tiaaX XQVwil^tog, x)ki^ 
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righteoufnefs which is in the law, he was blamelefs, 
Phil. iii. 6. he walked blamelefly in all thofe things he 
apprehended the Lord required of him, neither was he 
wanting in iincerity and zeal, for he declares, j£ls xxii. 
23. that he was taught according to the perfed manner 
of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toivards God^ 
and Rom. x. 3. he bare the Jeijos record, that they had a 
%eal of God. Neither was the Pharifees a people that 
fought to keep the law in their own ftrength, for they 
atknowledged that all that was good in them was from 
God, as appears by the phariiees prayer ; God I thank 
thee I am not as other men^ &c. here was alfo an acknow- 
ledgment of diitinguiihing ^vour ; and the juili£cation 
they fought by the deeds of the law, was that in the con- 
fcience, called by fome the manifeflation of our jufUfica- 
tion ; for no body can imagine they fought a juftificadon 
from eternity, by their works in time, nor that they 
fought it by way of ftridl merit ; now let us fum this up 
together. The acknowledgment of their own inability 
to perform what is good, and that what they did was 
by ftrength from the Lord, iincerity, and zeal, in what 
they did, and univeHU blamelefs ob^ence, according to 
all they apprehended the Lord required of them, and on. 
ly fought thereby as by evidences the knowledge or ma- 
nifeflation of a mcious reconciliation with God, and ^ 
all in unconverted perfecutors and blind pharifees. It 
may be afked, where did their miftake lye, if they went 
fo ^r ? I anfwer, it lay here, they being ignorant of 
God's righteoufnefs (freely given) went about to eftablifli . 
their own righteoufnefs, and fo fubmitted not them- 
felves to the righteoufnefs of God. 

VII. Seventhly, fuch as make ufe of evidences in this 
refpeft, place their foul's dependance upon that which 
brings no glory to God, nor fruit towards man, for 
they place it in their own righteoufnefs, which is contrary 
to a lubmiflion to God's righteoufnefs, and which alone 
brings God his glory, making him juft, and the juftifier 
of hun that believes in Jefus. And they bring no fruit t<v- 
wards man, becaufe they depend on 2ccv\iftaj;^scKrj ^«nj^> 
. that proves infufficient whetv put to x)^^ xrj^ ^^^^^^ 
already proved) andit is ob{ewaUe,XtoX^vtfi^^^'^^'^^'^^^ 

3 
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rJigion mofUy in that wliicli is unproJitable to othen i . 
for not being delivcr'd from a fclfifh fpirit by the free 
rightcoufneis of Jefus Chrift, their own isifcty is uncertain 
to tJiem, and therefore felf-prefervation is their greatcll 
care. 

'I'hiis I have given fomc of thofc fcntlments that occur- 
red againfl marks and evidences in this reiped, and would 
again obfervc, that I do not mean to deny or excUide fuch 
true and conllant efFcdls of anafl'urc^d faith in the prcmife, 
as witnefs to fenfe and reafon, in a proper fubfcrvicncy, 
that we are a people that do not deceive ourfelves, that our 
afii!rancfc by faiih is no delufion ; according to the former 
finulltiide. A gentleman is/a confcious to hinifelf, that by 
virtue of tjie deeds and writings, he is poffeflbr of fuch an 
efrjite, iliat lie cannot be more allured, he not having the 
lend doubt. Notwitliftanding the receiving ilvj rents and 
eiitu^ls of this pofiHlion confinn in a ful;r.'r\ icnt fecondary 
way, wJuit he is already firmly perfu-uicd of, biu: was lie 
to be io cnflavcd to fcnfe and n:Ui;ral dcaioni-raiioT:, ih.ai 
he wouJd not believe the ellate was hi;;, but Vv hile he v/as 
receiving rents, his life would be rouder'd Vi,ry uncom- 
fortable, by not iiaving his dependancc on tlic vvritirigs 
or ef'a'.e, and he could not properly be f.ud to be yi.i'ielibr 
•of the ellate, tho' by virtue of rlie v% rithigs he !.::s a title to 
it, his fuppor; hereby being made as ur.certain to iiima- ii 
he lived on alms. — I'hefame may belhidof tha':iiiv.'ur..i 
conlcioufiiefs and knowledge a man has that he is awake or 
alive .; his adions ;;ro a fecondary :«rgumcntati'. e t vlder.ec 
liiat he IS fo, b\:t he mull be loolc'd upon as a inadina!!, 
and to Jkuc loll hi.-, inward corrcioufncll, tiiai would lUtt 
be periui'did he war alive witliout thoie a(ilio;.:. In fhon, 
t-vjdtut Co fccm to iiavc that place ihat Joh/t\ ejiflle had 
to :]:e chuwh, fte i %/»// ii. 21, 26. 2;', >\c. ::nd our 
\.y- (1 eo'-.\ trihtiui: i:- the only v.ny to v, AwA. to ll.e \-.crld 
t'l'.ixt \\c nr( tilt- j.(0]4t we rr-.>i'ji:. to be ; bu*- if v.e don't 
ivi-vp thcK; ijii'^p in tlieir proper y lace, but w ill be for fiiid- 
ii:^' cvidei.o :• tc bring 1 cacc to Owr cn.iLioi w.--, ^V. we 
i'eiroy tJu- r.atiire, need, rr ufe offi.iih, ai:d title tlioie 
//•///.•, Ia- v,:iy ot : 'A\\r:\\ ivafcnii.gand lelfrighteouiheiV, 
fJ^i^: (Jc'd Li'.b I'pro'.uiQ^ b'/ \v:;v of d*\v\v\c Ci\Vvl\ ci.d tictf 
'-^'- ' ' ... I*- 
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